
More about Susan Miller & Cocoon 

I have been a member of the Board of Directors at Long Island Cares 
since 1991; serving on many Special Events and Fundraising 
committees as well as serving as President of the Board of Directors	


LIC serves as The Food Bank for Nassau and Suffolk, serving almost 
700 agencies. An important tenant of LIC is the acknowledgment 
that simply serving food to hungry people does not solve the root 
cause of hunger and poverty. New Paths to Achievement, LIC’s 
program to battle systemic hunger issues, provides free workshops to 
help low-income single parent head of household women on Long 
Island, helping them to gain independence. This the foundation and 
Inspiration for COCOON	


As some of you may know for the last 23 years I make an annual trip 
to India, to restore and meditate at an ashram. Over the years, I 
developed relationships with the local population, became aware of 
the good work of the local orphanage, Happy Home, befriending the 
director Ranjeeta Devi. In recent years, I traveled into the 
countryside. Drought, has led to even more desperate times in 
Southern India. Farmer suicide is common place, along with 
alcoholism, and consequently in increase in domestic violence, and 
abandonment.	


Ranjeeta saw the need to not only help the children in her 
community, but the women as well. She and I flew to Northern India 
to observe a successful project that employees 800 woman, lifting 
them out of poverty. This was the birth of Cocoon, a program that 
works to elevate woman, by giving them a skill, working towards 
greater independence, and self- esteem.... Very similar to our work 
at LIC.	


Upon my return I was euphoric by the opportunity this project 
presented another way to change a women’s lives. Your generosity is 
helping COCOON succeed. To date we have built the shelter and 
work space, additionally we have purchased some essential 
equipment. The Cocoon ladies are making purses, clothing, doing 
tailoring; unbelievable progress has been made.	




Naturally more is needed.	


The government of India has recognized the work that we have set 
out to do; the ladies at Cocoon and Ranjeeta were invited to attend 
a sewing skills workshop sponsored by the Indian government where 
they are learning advanced sewing and tailoring skills while receiving 
a stipend of rs. 1500. Thats about $ 25.00.	



